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Jubilee of Mercy 
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by Norman Berger 

On April 11, 2105 Pope Francis announced an 

extraordinary undertaking: a special time of celebration for 

the Church called a jubilee year, this one dedicated to the 

mystery of mercy. In fact, the activities of this Year of 

Mercy are meant to steep the year in mercy, so that we 

might experience the mercy of God ourselves and then 

me...open your soul to confession as you would to Me, and 

I will fill it with My light”. 

Pope Francis mentions the idea of making a pilgrimage as 

being a part of a Jubilee Year (MV14), but one need not 

go to Rome to prayerfully pass through one or all of the 

Holy Doors of the four major basilicas in that city. For this 

give it away to others in every 

weakness and need.  

So, what is mercy anyway? According 

to the Archdiocesan website, “The Old 

and New Testaments tell us that mercy 

is God’s love expressed as a response 

to human suffering.”1 Another facet of 

mercy can be gained from the Diary of 

St. Faustina which records the 

revelations of the Lord concerning the 

Divine Mercy. Passages from the diary 

give a rich portrait of the importance 

of mercy as revealed by Our Lord.  

Two great parables told by Jesus in the 

New Testament also shed light on 

Mercy: the parable of the Prodigal Son 

(Luke 15:11-32) and the parable of the 

Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).  

These parables reveal the nature of 

God as that of a Father who never 

gives up until he has forgiven wrong and who overcomes 

rejection with compassion and mercy. Significant in the 

Old Testament are the poignant appeals of the psalmists 

for mercy as heard in numerous Psalms.  

The Pope’s motivation for designating a Jubilee Year of 

Mercy can be found than in the “bull of indiction” (a 

formal announcement or proclamation) of Pope Francis, 

entitled Misericordiae Vultus [The Face of Mercy] (MV)2. This 

document explains the why, what, and how of this 

extraordinary year.  

The “burning desire” of the Holy Father is for us to reflect 

on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. “It will be a 

way to reawaken our conscience, too often grown dull in 

the face of poverty. And let us enter more deeply into the 

heart of the Gospel where the poor 

have a special experience of God’s 

mercy.”(MV 15) 

One aspect of this Year of Mercy is the 

commissioning of special “missionaries 

of mercy” (on Ash Wednesday in St. 

Peter’s Basilica) who are able “to 

pardon even those sins reserved to the 

Holy See, so that the breadth of their 

mandate as confessors will be even 

clearer. They will be, above all, living 

signs of the Father’s readiness to 

welcome those in search of his 

pardon.”(MV 18). Interestingly, this 

emphasizes, seemingly, what was stated 

by Our Lord to St. Faustina, “Come 

with faith to the feet of My 

representative. I Myself am waiting 

there for you. I am only hidden by the 

priest...Make your confession before 
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Jubilee of Mercy 

year, Pope Francis has encouraged each diocese in the 

world to have its own Holy Door in the cathedral of the 

diocese to enable more participation in this facet of a 

Jubilee Year (MV3) – it’s a less expensive option, I might 

add! In accordance with this wish of Pope Francis, the 

Holy Door in our cathedral basilica was opened on 

December 15th for the benefit of the faithful.  Archbishop 

Chaput has also designated Holy Doors at these Shrine 

Churches in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia: Miraculous 

Medal Shrine, Shrine of St. John Neumann, and Shrine of 

St. Rita of Cascia in Philadelphia; Our Lady of 

Czestochowa (Doylestown); Shrine of St. Katharine 

Drexel (Bensalem). 

Finally, turning from the world of the Sacred to the 

Profane (i.e., humanism, literature, etc.) a beautiful ode to 

mercy is found in Shakespeare’s play The Merchant of Venice. 

In Act IV, Scene 1, money lent by Shylock, the Jewish 

moneylender to the Merchant of Venice, Antonio, cannot 

be repaid and Shylock demands a “pound of flesh” be cut 

from the body of Antonio near his heart in repayment of 

the loan. Portia, the new wife of Antonio’s good friend 

Basanio, has disguised herself as a learned doctor to argue 

for Antonio’s life with this famous soliloquy on mercy:  

The quality of mercy is not strain’d, 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest; 

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes: 

‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest: it becomes 

The throned monarch better than his crown; 

[sic]But mercy is above this sceptred sway; 

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings, 

It is an attribute to God himself; 

And earthly power doth then show likest God’s 

When mercy seasons justice. � 
 
1http://archphila.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/ 
Catechetical-Notes-Works-of-Mercy2.pdf 

2The bull of indiction may be found here: 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/docu
ments/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_ misericordiae-
vultus.html. 
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Celebrating the Easter Feast 
by Lino Viola 

Over the years certain food items have been traditionally 

associated with various holidays and religious feasts. Easter 

is no exception; in fact it may have even more than the 

other feasts. Many of the foods have a symbolism attached 

to them. Perhaps the large number of Easter foods can be 

attributed to the very strict Lenten abstinence from all 

forms of meat and animal products including eggs, milk, 

butter, and fat – and the relief after that fast at Easter. 

Roast lamb is traditionally associated with the Easter meal. 

The lamb is specifically related to Christ, the Passover 

lamb, and to “the Lamb of God.” During the time of 

Moses the Jews sacrificed a lamb for Passover. In so doing 

they were freed from slavery in Egypt and brought to the 

Promised Land. Christ is the new Paschal lamb, who was 

sacrificed for our sins. He has freed us from the slavery of 

dinner. 

Eggs are a symbol of rebirth, rejuvenation and immortality. 

The ancient Romans had a saying, “Omne vivum ex ovo” 

(“All life comes from an egg”) which inspired Christians to 

use it as a symbol for the new and everlasting life that 

Christ won for us through His passion, death, and 

resurrection. The tradition of “painting” Easter eggs 

comes from the Orthodox and Eastern Catholic churches 

where eggs were dyed red to symbolize the blood that 

Jesus shed on the cross. People in central European 

countries have a long tradition of elaborately decorating 

Easter eggs. I remember a Polish lady always giving me 

one of these eggs, psysanky (pee-SAHN-kee), which had 

some of the most intricate designs.   

Easter bread represents Jesus Christ as the bread of life. 

With the end of the Lenten fast, sweet breads rich with 

butter, milk and eggs are common on the Easter table. 
continued on page 7 

sin and opened the gates of the 

true Promised Land – Heaven. 

The tradition of having ham at 

Easter in the United States goes 

back to early days prior to 

refrigeration. Meat was 

slaughtered in the fall and the 

fresh pork that was not 

consumed during the winter 

months before Lent was cured for 

spring. The curing process took 

time and the first hams were not 

ready until Easter, making ham a 

natural choice for the Easter 



     

NewStan 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parishioner Spotlight 
Alicia Brozovich 
by Dianne Spotts 

Alicia Brozovich has traveled quite a distance to be our 

new Music Director. Originally from Kansas, the 

Sunflower State, she earned her undergraduate degree at 

Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas. She worked 

there as an Admissions Counselor until coming east in 

August of 2015 to enroll at the prestigious Westminster 

Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey, where she will 

complete her Master’s Degree in Choral Conducting in 

May of 2017. 

Coming from a land-locked state, she 

quickly discovered and loves the 

beaches in New Jersey, and hopes to 

do some hiking in Pennsylvania.  

“It’s really different here,” Alicia said 

while we chatted over lunch. “Everything 

is flat in Kansas, and I always wanted 

to come to the East Coast.”  

Learning that Alicia has a real spirit 

of adventure helped round out my 

impression of a young woman who, 

while passionate about music, also 

loves the outdoors, travel, and is 

excited about, well “just about 

everything.” 

The second child of eight in a solidly 

Catholic family, Alicia was a devout 

youngster, who loved singing the 

songs and hymns she learned in 

church – and not always with the full appreciation of her 

younger siblings. Fortunately her older sister also had a 

penchant for music, and studied piano. During her 

undergrad work, Alicia added a new ‘voice’ to her 

repertoire when she learned to play the cello. 

Her travels took her to Florence where she studied for one 

semester, giving her the opportunity to be in Rome to join 

other pilgrims in Vatican Square for a papal audience with 

Pope Benedict XVI. In Florence she also formed and 

directed her first choir, made up of her fellow students. 

Alicia auditioned at Westminster Choir College for her 

MM in Choral Conducting with a selection from Brahms’s 

Requiem, to be conducted in front of a 220-voice 

Symphonic Choir.  

The College currently has nine choirs, and Alicia is a 

member of Westminster Choir, which is professionally 

contracted to sing in Charleston this spring. While there, 

she hopes to enjoy one of her hobbies: scuba diving. 

Another exhilarating chance to expand her horizons will 

come in March, when she’ll be part of the Symphonic 

Choir singing Mahler’s 8th Symphony at the Kimmel Center, 

with the Philadelphia Orchestra. And those horizons will 

extend to Oxford in the summer, when she will be 

studying Choral Conducting. 

Alicia has a love for life that oozes from her pores. Along 

with travel, she also loves languages, 

and an item on her bucket list is to be 

fluent in both Italian and Polish 

(which are part of her heritage). 

Another topic in our conversation 

that brought forth a glow: the young 

Catholic man she is dating who plays 

piano, trumpet, and is studying Sacred 

Music at Westminster Choir College. 

So how does this busy young lady 

have time to be St. Stanislaus’s Music 

Director? When I asked her that, she 

reminded me she held a similar 

position for over five years in Kansas 

while working a full-time job that 

often required extra evening and 

weekend hours. She also told me, “I 

have centralized the communication 

for St. Stanislaus’s music ministry via 

the parish website, to help things run 
smoothly in lieu of my not being able to be in the office 

regularly.” With that plan in place, we in the music 

ministry know our schedules and the music choices for 

Mass. 

For now, Alicia is coming to the area for Thursday night 

practices, and the 9:00AM Mass on Sunday. She has great 

appreciation for those who have been helping her get 

familiarized with St. Stanislaus’s music program.  

“I have been excited to see both joy and enthusiasm in all 

of the musicians I have met so far.” 

By the time you read this, you’ve probably ‘met’ Alicia as 

she has stepped in to be the cantor at various Masses. 

When asked about her faith, she said, “I believe in the 
continued on page 7 
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wanted to experience that mercy sacramentally in confession. I even 

purchased Pope Francis’ book The Name of God is Mercy, a work 

reviewed later in this issue.  

Pleasantly surprised by the Pope’s conversational tone in the book, 

his stories about growing up in Argentina and his early days as a 

priest and bishop reveal why the idea of mercy is so central to all that 

he does. How great would it be if our concept of God had mercy at 

its core? His words made for great Lenten reflection (and would be 

appropriate at any time for sure).  

Mercy manifests itself all around us at St. Stanislaus. Only a partial list 

would include food donations on food cupboard Sundays; blood 

banks; participation in various ministries to the sick and homebound; 

the cooking and packaging of Ready Meals for those who cannot 

cook anymore for themselves; the singing by the funeral choir at sad 

and stressful family deaths; and in an ad hoc collection for needy 

parish families organized quickly by the Respect Life group. We at 

the Parish Center often marvel at how generous your responses are! 

May God bless those who contribute their time, energy and financial 

resources to those kinds of Christian service. 

Spring often has the feeling to me of “reaching the home stretch” of 

the year. Warm weather moves us on to other activities, particularly 

outdoor ones (baseball leagues, track meets, swim teams, and the 

like). To all of that I say – Bring it on! Nobody loves warm weather 

as much as I do, even with Southeastern Pennsylvania humidity. 

However, before it gets here, there is still much to do and finish. Try 

to keep Mercy in your sight every day this year, remember Sundays 

are for Church at St. Stanislaus, and that you can move other 

obligations around to make your family’s presence possible with us 

(and remember, there’s always Saturday night!).  

If it has been awhile since you have been to St. Stanislaus, consider 

yourself invited at any time. We miss you and would love to welcome 

you back. No questions asked, no judgments . . . after all, it is the 

merciful thing to do!� 

 

Enjoy the springtime everyone! 

 

NEWSTAN  
MISSION STATEMENT 

In response to the St. John Paul II’s call to evangelization, 
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Monsignor Tracy and the St. Stanislaus Communications 
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Visit St. Stanislaus Parish on the web at 

 www.ststanislaus.com  

Follow us on Facebook: St. Stanislaus Lansdale 

��� 

Do you have a question about St. Stanislaus Parish, or 

about Catholicism in general?  Send questions to the 

NewStan mailbox in the Parish Center, anonymously if 

desired. We will direct the questions to the right 
person and publish the answers in a future issue. 

Surfing Around? 
What better place to use as a resource 
for information on the Jubilee year of 
Mercy than the Vatican’s own website 

dedicate to the Year of Mercy: 
www.im.va/content/gdm/en.html 

Our Pastor’s 

Pen ���� 
Dear friends / Mis amigos queridos, 

As you probably can see from the early 

pages of this newsletter, the papal Year 

of Mercy is upon us! During the Lenten 

season, we tried to extend the times of 

confessions to accommodate those who 
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Date GIFT Speaker and Topic 

April  12, 

2016 

Speaker:  Fr. Chris Walsh  

Topic:  Forgiveness 

Fr. Walsh will discuss the importance of 

forgiveness, and offer insights on the "why" 

and "how" of forgiving those who have hurt 

us. This is an especially relevant topic in this 

Year of Mercy. 

May 10, 

2016 

Speaker:  Barbara Kirby  

Topic:  The Corporal & Spiritual 

Works of Mercy 

Barbara Kirby founded the Saint Agnes Day 

Room as an outreach effort to the poor in 

her West Chester community, which 

provides medical care, educational 

assistance, and other basic services to the 

needy. Barbara will share her experiences in 

carrying out the corporal and spiritual works 

of mercy for over 20 years in her 

community of minorities and immigrant 

families. 

NewStan Book Review 
The Name of God is Mercy  
by Pope Francis  

 

why mercy is the basis of his faith, and why it is the central 

teaching in his papacy. He emphasizes moral sincerity over 

dogma. Without losing sight of doctrine, Francis speaks 

forthrightly about the need we all have to find “meaning in 

life, a road to peace and reconciliation, and the healing of 

physical and spiritual wounds.” Mercy is the key. 

Written in a question and answer format with Vatican 

reporter Andrea Tornielli, he tells us that “even the Pope is 

a man who needs the mercy of God. . .God does not want 

anyone to be lost. His mercy is infinitely greater than our 

sins.” Mercy is God’s identity card. It is the method God 

uses to convert sinners.  

Pope Francis declared the year 2016 as an Extraordinary 

Jubilee Year of Mercy. He opened a Door of Mercy in St. 

Peter’s Basilica and other Roman Churches, and 

encouraged every diocese worldwide to do the same. 

When Jesus asked Levi, the tax collector, to follow Him, 

he left everything and did so. Matthew held a banquet for 

Jesus and his tax collector friends to eat together. The 

Pharisees immediately asked Jesus why he was eating with 

sinners. Jesus replied, “I did not come for the healthy, but 

for sinners.” (Mark 2:13-17) This cuts to the core of 

Jesus’s message of mercy. 

We recognize that we are sinners, but do we really think 

about what it means as individuals? We do the best we can 

in a world that seems to have lost sight of values and 

ethics. We may have little input in changing world events; 

however, we can practice God’s mercy by addressing needs 

we see in front of us by opening ourselves to them. 

While it is targeted towards those who have some 

understanding of the teachings of the Church, the book is 

by Lorraine Miller 

The Name of God is Mercy is 

Pope Francis’s first book as 

pope. In this work (originally 

an interview, expanded into a 

short book), he explains the 

meaning of mercy, and how it 

fits into our daily lives.  

Incorporating anecdotes from 

his priesthood, he explains 

written in an informal style. The issues discussed are 

important and touch all of us. Fortunately, the language is 

easily understandable, and never trite. This may be a short 

book, but be sure to read the appendix.  

Quoting Francis: “I will say this: mercy is real: it is the first 

attribute of God. Theological reflections on doctrine or 

mercy may then follow, but let us not forget that mercy is 

doctrine. Even so, I love saying: mercy is true”. Francis 

ends the book with the words of Saint John of the Cross, 

“In the evening of life, we will be judged on love alone.”� 

Upcoming GIFT 

Programs 
St. Stan’s GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) program is 

pleased to announce the following presentations: 

GIFT is typically held on the second Tuesday of each 

month, September through May at 7:00PM in the Parish 

Center Lobby meeting room. This forum is intended for 

your personal faith development, and everyone’s active 

participation is welcome. � 
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Divine Mercy Cenacle 
by Eileen McKeron 

In the 1930’s, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, then Sister 

Faustina, received messages from our Lord about Divine 

Mercy. These messages can be found in her diary, Divine 

Mercy in My Soul. Jesus asked her to become the model of 

how to be merciful to others and an instrument for sharing 

God’s plan of mercy for the world. In His revelations to 

St. Faustina, Our Lord gave her the Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy. According to her diary, Jesus requested the Chaplet 

and meditation on His Passion be prayed each afternoon 

at three o’clock, the hour that recalls His death on the 

cross: “At three o’clock, implore My mercy, especially for 

sinners; and, if only for a brief moment, immerse yourself 

in My Passion, particularly in My abandonment at the 

moment of agony. This is the hour of great mercy. In this 

hour, I will refuse nothing to the soul that makes a request 

of Me in virtue of My Passion. (Diary, 1320). 

The Novena of Divine Mercy is prayed over nine days. 

Our Lord gave St. Faustina’s specific intentions to be 

prayed for each day of the novena. Jesus promised “By this 

Novena (of Chaplets), I will grant every possible grace to 

souls” (Diary 796). The novena can be prayed at any time, 

however, Jesus asked that this novena be prayed prior to 

the Feast of Divine Mercy (the Sunday after Easter), 

beginning on Good Friday. 

In 2012, St. Stanislaus began a series of mini-retreats based 

on Fr. Michael Gaitley’s books 33 Days to Morning Glory and 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus. Following those retreats, a new 

group emerged at St. Stanislaus: the Divine Mercy Cenacle. 

The Cenacle is comprised of fifteen members and meets 

weekly to discuss readings from the diary of St. Faustina, 

from scripture and from the Catechism. At the end of each 

meeting the Cenacle prays the Divine Mercy Chaplet for 

the sick and dying, our parish, and other special intentions.  

The Cenacle members took on a new role last June as 

Eucharistic Apostles of Divine Mercy. Their mission is to 

share the message of Divine Mercy, profess the truth of 

the Real Presence of Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist, 

promote Eucharistic Adoration, pray for our priests and 

vocations to the priesthood, pray for the unborn and pray 

for the sick and dying. Deacon Vondercrone was the 

officiant at their induction as Eucharistic Apostles of 

Divine Mercy, and has provided the Cenacle Liturgical 

NewStan Focus Group 

Holy Hour on April 3rd at 3:00PM with exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament, music, meditations on the chaplet, 

scripture reading, silent reflection and confessions. Jesus 

promised, “On that day all the divine floodgates through 

which graces flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw 

near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is 

so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able 

to fathom it throughout all eternity.” (Diary 699) 

In March of 2015, the Cenacle began sharing the message 

of Divine Mercy through the Gift Program (not the same 

as the parish lecture series of the same name). They started 

going to nursing homes to pray at the bedside of a sick or 

dying person. There is a Cenacle Prayer Intention Book for 

those to be remembered while praying the chaplet. 

Pamphlets are provided to family members interested in 

praying the chaplet for their loved one.  

The Cenacle has planned its first trip to the National 

Shrine of the Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, MA, on 

Tuesday, June 28th. This is a one-day bus trip open to the 

parish. The cost is $70 which includes transportation, box 

lunch, dinner at a restaurant on the way home, and of 

course, time at the shine. Contact Eileen McKeron at 215-

527-0269 if you would like to attend. PLEASE NOTE: 

Seating is limited (54 people max.) 

For additional information on the group’s weekly meetings 

at the parish center, contact Eileen McKeron at the 

number above.� 

guidance in the 

establishment of a Divine 

Mercy Sunday Celebration 

and Holy Hour for our 

parish. Divine Mercy 

Sunday, the first Sunday 

after Easter, is a Solemn 

Feast Day of the Church 

initiated by Saint Pope 

John Paul II in the year 

2000. 

This year our Parish will 

be celebrating Divine 

Mercy Sunday Celebration 

with prayers during a 
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They come in various shapes such as a cross, dove, or 

lamb, etc.  A few of the more well-known are pane di 

Pasqua (Italy), Osterkranz (Germany, Austria), paasstol 

(Netherlands), kulich (Russia, Ukraine), babobka (Czech 

Republic), baba (Poland), potica (Slovenia), hot cross buns 

(England) and mämmi (Finland). Whole eggs are sometimes 

baked right into the loaves. In Slavic countries, kulich is 

paired with a sweet cheese dessert called paskha. 

Celebrating the Easter feast includes most importantly in 

partaking of the spiritual food - the beautiful Easter 

Triduum starting on Holy Thursday and culminating on 

the Easter Vigil with all its Biblical imagery; symbols of 

fire, light, water, oil and incense. Father Francis X. Weiser, 

S.J., author of The Easter Book writes, “Easter Sunday is a 

dazzling diamond that radiates the splendor of the 

Redemption and Resurrection into the hearts of the 

faithful everywhere. Its various facets cast the brilliance of 

eternity over the twilight of time, and enrapture the soul 

with the deathless pledge of a Second Spring.”� 

continued from page 2 
Easter Foods 

continued from page 3 

Alicia Brozovich 

need for daily renewed commitment and conversion, and 

believe that prayer is absolutely essential to any ministry.”  

Alicia, we wish you safe and happy travels, and say 

welcome and thank you for becoming part of our St. 

Stanislaus family. You’ll be in our prayers.� 

by Annie Fillenwarth 

As Catholics we “receive” the sacraments. Like gifts, they 

are given to us freely by God through our practice of faith. 

Many Catholics may view confession as something of a 

chore, when it is truly a gift. God gives us the opportunity 

to share our faults with his servant, the priest, so that we 

can fully experience His loving mercy and forgiveness. 

Confession does not have to mean simply rattling off all 

the times we gossiped about people or said something 

hurtful to our family or friends; rather, by way of the 

priest, confession can provide solutions and advice for 

how to move forward. I have found that my best 

experiences with the Sacrament of Penance have been 

those in which the priest gave me some insight about my 

faith that I had not otherwise realized. A priest can be a 

great mentor, and in confession, he is more able to see 

one’s sins objectively, while also shining on them a light of 

knowledge of the faith. It is important to remember that 

the priest is not judging on a personal level, but rather, as 

in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, he stands as the 

servant of God, to whom we are telling our sins. Not only 

that, but priests are human, too. They have to go to 

confession too! 

The Easter season is the perfect time to receive the 

Sacrament of Penance. As Lent prepared us for the joyful 

Easter season, it also served as a time of reflection on our 

lives, our faults, and our faith. Now, through confession, 

we can not only acknowledge our sins, but resolve to do 

better in the future. Whereas we often do not really think 

of New Year’s Resolutions until a week or so before the 

countdown begins in Times Square, Lent provided us with 

forty days to take a good long look at ourselves, to see 

how far we have come in our faith lives and to see where 

we can improve.  

The period between Easter and Ascension Thursday is an 

opportune time to celebrate and deepen our relationship 

with God through confession. The sacrament allows us to 

bring our faith into focus and to connect God’s heavenly 

presence to our earthly lives. God provides us with the 

refreshing feeling of renewal after confession and the hope 

of bringing more light to others’ lives in the future. And as 

we welcome new members of our faith who have just 

received their First Penance, let us remind them, and 

ourselves, that confession is not only a responsibility, but a 

gift that we receive, a gift freely given by God so that we 

can experience His unending forgiveness.� 

The Gift of Confession 

The Parishioner Pondering from our last issue sparked some 

negative feedback which warrants some attention. We 

received more than one note from persons who felt that 

Charlie Crino’s article was overly critical, even offensive, 

toward other Christian sects. NewStan has prided itself in the 

past in presenting an ecumenical spirit, with articles on the 

North Penn Ministerium, Church Women United, and other 

non-Catholic groups and organizations. We were thus 

dismayed by the reaction. Mr. Crino’s article was meant as a 

personal reflection of a returning Catholic’s experiences 

while participating in other Christian groups. In Mr. Crino’s 

case, these experiences were negative.  It truly was meant to 

be a reflection of one parishioner’s feelings and not a piece 

slandering our Christian brothers and sisters. To any and all 

who were offended, we express our deepest, sincere 

apologies.� 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
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