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The New Shepherd of the Church 
by Norm Berger 

Habemus Papem! We have a Pope! On March 13, 2013, 

millions watched in the rainy darkness and on TV as white 

smoke began billowing out of the chimney over the 

rooftop of the Sistine Chapel. Excitement mounted as 

time seemed to slowly pass. Finally, a few cardinals 

stepped out on a balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica and gave 

out the news: the new Pope was from South America, 

specifically from Buenos Aires, the capital city of 

Argentina, and small national 

flags from Latin and South 

America countries were 

waved vigorously in the 

square.  

The new pope was Cardinal 

Jorge Bergoglio, Archbishop 

of Buenos Aires. What a 

history-making choice! He is 

the first pope from the 

Americas and representing a 

country and a continent with 

a large Latino-Catholic 

population. It is interesting 

however, that the new pope’s 

family came as Italian 

immigrants to Buenos Aires. In fact, Buenos Aires has 

historically been the destination of many Italians and other 

nationalities from Europe. So the new pontiff, with his 

heritage, should be right at home in Rome. Talk about 

having it both ways (representing Catholics of Spanish 

descents well as being first generation of Italian parents as 

befits the traditional for popes)!   

Then, there was a surprise from the new Pope himself: he 

would be the first pope to take the name of a universally 

popular saint: Francis of Assisi. And yet another first: 

Pope Francis (no Roman numeral needed) is also the first 

pope from the religious order known as the Society of 

Jesus – aka, the Jesuits.  

The surprises kept coming. During the Easter Triduum the 

news showed Pope Francis not washing the feet of priests 

at St John Lateran in Rome (as has been the custom), but 

going to a juvenile detention center in Rome and washing 

the feet of 12 young offenders including two women, (one 

of whom was a Muslim). 

Pictures emerged in the media 

of the new pope “tooling” 

around among people gathered 

in St Peter’s Square not in a 

“popemobile” with high bullet-

proof windows that we have 

been accustomed to seeing 

previous popes use, but in an 

open vehicle. This allowed him 

(and media photos showed 

this) to pick up babies offered 

to him from the crowds and 

hug and bless them. His actions 

must have given his poor 

security people fits! Early on, 

Pope Francis indicated that a great concern of his is the 

welfare of the poor and downtrodden. According to media 

reports, this has been well-received. His humility was 

shown by him paying his room bill at a hotel for priests 

visiting Rome after the Conclave, eschewing a limousine 

for a lesser vehicle to get around in, and in the revelation 

that he would not live in the Apostolic Palace in the rooms 

reserved for the pope but in the Vatican guest house. 

Ostensibly, this is so that he could be more available to 

visitors and priests working at the Vatican. These acts 

continued on page 5 
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The Kimmel Center Presents… 

 
by Paul Cutajar 

On May 2, 2013, appearing at the Kimmel Center were the 

All-Catholic Archdiocesan, Honor Bands, Honor Choirs, 

and Honor Orchestras, which included no less than 14 

Mater Dei Catholic School students. These groups are 

made up of students in the 4th through 8th grades selected 

from among all the students in the Archdiocese after 

demonstrating their expertise at auditions in the Fall. The 

Kimmel Center Concert was the culmination of the music 

season as these groups have been performing all around 

the Archdiocese this past winter and spring. In addition, 

three 4th and 5th grade Mater Dei students made the 

Archdiocesan Festival Band which played at Conwell Egan 

in February. Finally, one Mater Dei student, flautist Mary 

Fuchs, made both the Honor Band and the Archdiocesan 

All-Star Jazz band. 

It really is no surprise that Mater Dei has such strong 

representation among the Archdiocesan musicians. It is a 

direct result of the strong music program at the school. All 

students at Mater Dei from Pre-K through 8th grade have 

music class once per week. But that is only the beginning. 

Led by Mrs. Marian Helinsky, the school also features 

three different choirs, the Mater Dei Singers (grades 6-8), 

the Jubilate Chorus (grades 3-5), and the Mater Dei Cantor 

Choir (grades 4-8).  

In addition to the choirs, Mrs. Helinsky also leads two 

Chimes Ensembles. The “Mater Dei Begin to Chime 

Ringers” for newcomers and the “Mater Dei ChimeTime 

Players” for more experience ringers.  

For those students who play – or wish to learn to play – an 

instrument instead of ringing or singing, Mater Dei has 

three separate bands all led by Mrs. Terri Rice. For 

beginners, there is the appropriately named Beginner Band 

which students can join as early as 3rd grade. Students then 

move on to Junior Band (grades 4-5) and ultimately 

Advanced Band for those who have achieved higher 

proficiency (grades 6-8 and advanced younger students).  

In addition, this year, Mrs. Rice, who also teaches at two 

other diocesan schools, formed an All-Star Jazz band 

featuring students from all three schools, called the “Jazz 

Masters.” The Jazz Masters, performing selections such as 

“Sweet Caroline” and “Night Train,” played at various 

school festival at schools in the Archdiocese and its 

environs, including the first ever Mater Dei Jazz Festival 

which the school hosted on February 23 and which 

included eight school bands along with the Jazz Masters. 

Of the Jazz Masters, Mrs. Rice states, “We are proud of 

the work they put into their music as individuals, and the 

intensity they put into their group rehearsals. We 

appreciate their commitment, as well as the amazing 

dedication and support of their families.” 

The bands, choirs, and chimes groups typically perform in 

a fall and spring concerts at the school (the Spring Concert 

was on May 6 in the school auditorium). The Mater Dei 

Singers and Advanced band also typically “take it on the 

road” once a year. Last year their performed at the capital 

in Harrisburg, and this year they will perform on May 31st 

in Hershey Park. 

And if all of these musical outlets are not enough, there is 

also the Mater Dei Musical troupe, made up of students in 

third through eighth grades who each year put on a full-

scale musical theater production. This year’s show, led by 

directors Marian Helinsky and Elizabeth Cascarelli was the 

school version of Peter Pan. Following in the footsteps of 

Julie Andrews, Julia Kreutzer starred in the lead role and 

led almost 90 students to three nights of musical 

entertainment and rave reviews.  

On her website, Mrs. Marian Helinsky states, “I hope to 

bring joy and understanding of music to each child, inspire 

them to sing and make music to God, to learn about the 

language of music, both teaching them how to read music, 

and listen to music.” This would seem to sum up the 

approach of Mater Dei Catholic School as a whole, which 

through its choirs, bands, chimes ensembles and musical 

theater group, not to mention its weekly music classes, 

allows students the opportunities to expand themselves 

beyond academics and explore their music talents which 

they may not know they ever had. Clearly, as seen by their 

selection for Archdiocesan musical groups, they are being 

taught well.� 

Mrs. Terri Rice and the Mater Dei Catholic School bands 
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Parishioner Spotlight 
Father Philip Forlano 
by Marianne Thomas 

Parochial Vicar at St. Stanislaus Parish, Father Philip 

Forlano believes, “One does not ‘choose’ to enter the 

priesthood. Priesthood is a vocation – a calling from God. 

Through prayer and life experience, one recognizes and 

acknowledges that call…a priest is who God made me to be.”  

Born in Allentown in June of 1971, he is the oldest child 

of Philip and Laura Forlano. His family attended St. Mary’s 

Parish in Kutztown, where he received the sacraments of 

initiation. He, his brother, Paul, 

and his sister Christina, attended 

public schools in Fleetwood, 

PA. Father Forlano graduated 

from The Hill School in 

Pottstown, PA, and went to 

college at the University of 

Pennsylvania, where he went to 

the Newman Center and St. 

Agatha-St. James Church. 

Graduating with a degree in 

psychology, and after a year 

working as a paralegal for a New 

York law firm, he moved to 

Alexandria, Virginia and worked 

in public relations. It was as a 

member of St. Joseph Parish in 
Old Town, where he began to discern his vocation and 

subsequently began his priestly formation at St. Charles 

Borromeo Seminary. 

While in high school, Father Forlano took Spanish, and he 

then learned Italian in college. While in the seminary, he 

was asked to go to Puerto Rico for a summer assignment 

at a mission parish so that he could study Spanish and 

have a cultural immersion experience. 

Father Forlano was ordained in 2003 and was first 

assigned to St. Agnes Parish in West Chester. During this 

four year appointment, he spent three weeks one summer 

in Puebla, Mexico and another two weeks there the 

following summer, strengthening his language skills and 

helping him to learn more about Mexican culture. His 

second assignment was at the Cathedral Basilica of SS. 

Peter and Paul in Philadelphia, as parochial vicar with 

pastoral care for the Spanish Chapel, La Milagrosa (Chapel 

of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal). Since his 

ordination, he has regularly celebrated Mass in Spanish. 

In 2010, St. Stanislaus was blessed to have Father Forlano 

assigned as a parochial vicar with the pastoral care of the 

Hispanic Community at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 

Parish in Hilltown. In December 2012, the Spanish Masses 

were moved to our parish and are celebrated on Sundays at 

1 pm. Attendance at this Mass is continuing to increase 

and Father is happy that the Hispanic Community has 

found a warm welcome at St. Stanislaus. 

While in the seminary, he traveled to Rome, where he and 

his deacon class had an audience with Pope John Paul II. 

Since becoming a priest, he has 

also visited other parts of Italy, 

Lourdes, Guadalupe, Bavaria, 

France and most recently, the 

Holy Land, enabling him “to 

experience in a concrete way 

how the encounter with Christ 

has changed the world and 

shaped the culture.” 

When asked how he would 

advise young men contemplating 

the priesthood, Father Forlano 

said, “Christ calls us today the 

same way he called the first 

disciples. He proposes 

something interesting that 

corresponds to our heart’s desire. Remember the first 

words of Jesus to John and Andrew: ‘What are you looking 

for?’ Be in touch with this question, follow what interests 

you because Christ has given you this desire, and you will 

discover how a life with Christ is the answer to what you 

seek.” 

When asked what his hopes are for our parish, Father said 

he hopes “that everyone at St. Stanislaus will discover the 

joy of following Christ, letting Him surprise you through 

the ordinary events of life. We shouldn’t put limits on God 

by confining Him to one hour a week for Sunday Mass or 

to a religious education program or a service project.”  

His favorite Bible verse is St. Paul to the Galatians (2:20) 

“Yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me”. Father 

explains “In this one verse, St. Paul captures the essence of 

the Christian vocation - to discover and to experience 

Christ alive in me. We don’t lose ourselves - we don’t 

become less human - by following Christ, but we become 
continued on page 7 
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always been a particularly favorite time of year for me. I can 

remember pink and white carnations being sold outside the doors of 

my home parish on Mother’s Day, May processions honoring the 

Blessed Mother around the block on which the 

rectory/church/school was located, Memorial Day picnics, the 

expectant wait for summertime with every balmy temperature, and 

planting flowers in our tiny outdoor garden. 

With the civil celebration of Mother’s Day, it is certainly appropriate 

that the Church honors Mary in a special way in May. She is our 

mother too, having been given to the Church by the dying Jesus on 

the cross: “Woman, behold, your son . . . then He said to the disciple 

(whom He loved), Behold, your mother . . .” (Jn: 26-27). In this 

section of John’s gospel there are 5 repetitions of the word ‘mother.’ 

The Evangelist’s intentions could not be clearer. She is mother of 

Christ, mother of his disciples, his friends, his beloved ones. To her, 

every one of us is her only child. She is the one who mothers faith in 

us by modeling for us what it means to hear the Word of God and 

keep it. 

The following practices are offered as suggestions for honoring Our 

Lady during Her month: 

� Pray the Regina Coeli – The antiphon to Mary for the 

Resurrection of her Son addressing the invitation to joy by 

Gabriel to the humble servant called to be the Mother of the 

Messiah; 

� Pray the Rosary – One of the most excellent prayers to the 

Mother of God. Many Popes have repeatedly exhorted the 

faithful to the frequent recitation of this biblically inspired prayer 

which is centered on contemplation of the salvific events of 

Christ’s life, and their close association with the Virgin Mother. 

� Wear the Miraculous Medal – Wearing this is a witness of faith 

and a sign of veneration of the Holy Mother of God, as well as 

of trust in her maternal protection.  

May this month increase our trust in, and love for, the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Enjoy the spring everyone, and Happy Mother’s Day!� 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

NEWSTAN  
MISSION STATEMENT 

In response to the Pope John Paul II’s call to 

evangelization, St. Stanislaus Parish started publishing 

NewStan to serve members of the parish community and the 

community at large, to inform parishioners and members of 

the North Penn region about new developments in the 

parish, and to serve as a channel for communications 

among St. Stanislaus parishioners and benefactors. 

��� 

EDITOR 

Paul Cutajar 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 

Norman Berger, Carol Fazioli, Bridget Letukas,  

Cathy Nicodemus, Dianne Spotts, Marianne Thomas 
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Ed Kunze 
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Maureen Fillenwarth, Pam Mohl,  

Bill Spengel, Dottie Tartar, Msgr. Joseph Tracy 
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Those who wish to contribute items for publication should 

forward them to the NewStan mailbox in the St. Stanislaus 

Parish Center The inclusion of submitted material is subject 

to the judgment of the editors in consultation with 

Monsignor Tracy and the St. Stanislaus Communications 

Director.  The editors reserve the right to edit all submitted 

material for length and content. 

 

Visit St. Stanislaus Parish on the web at 

 www.ststanislaus.com  

Follow us on Facebook: St. Stanislaus Lansdale 

��� 

Do you have a question about St. Stanislaus Parish, or 

about the Catholic faith in general?  Forward your 

questions to the NewStan mailbox in the Parish 

Center, anonymously if desired. We will direct the 

questions to the right person and publish the answers 
in a future issue. 

Surfing Around? 
Never been to the Vatican? Well with 
the internet it’s only a few clicks away. 
For information on Papal Encyclicals, 
homilies, even all the chapels at the 
Vatican, visit the Pope’s own website: 

www.vatican.va. 

Our Pastor’s 

Pen ���� 
Dear friends/Mis queridos amigos, 

After a long cold winter, spring has 

finally come to the North Penn area! 

What a welcome season it is, celebrating 

new life in the environment and 

resurrection in the Church. May has 
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PARISH DEBT SUMMARY AS OF  
APRIL 19, 2013 

 
The Parish debt as of April 19, was $35,000. This 
includes a payment of $5,000 made to the Archdiocese at 
the end of March.  
 
Experience has shown that even small amounts 
contributed to the debt fund have helped the Parish dig 
out of its financial hole. 
 
If everyone in the Parish, both those currently 
contributing and those who have not contributed, would 
give $5 or $10 a week using the Green envelopes, the 
debt could be paid off in 2013! 
 

by Dianne Spotts 

Few of us have had a faith journey that rivals Father 

Chung’s. His began in Vietnam, where, in 1978, he 

struggled to come to the United States. At age 8, he was 

imprisoned several times for attempting to flee Vietnam, 

nearly drowning during one attempt. Once out of the 

country, he spent time in refugee camps in Thailand and 

the Philippines. Finally, he arrived in East Lansdowne, and 

settled with family members. He has family members both 

in the US and some still in Vietnam. At birth, his Mom 

dedicated him to the Blessed Mother, and Father Chung 

attributes his safe arrival in this country to her intercession. 

The Winter 2000 issue of NewStan reported this 

information, and welcomed Father Chung (John Chung 

Nguyen) to St. Stanislaus – his first parish following his 

ordination in May 1999. At the time, in addition to his 

responsibilities here, he was the coordinator of the 

Vietnamese Apostolate in Montgomery County, which met 

at St. Maria Goretti.  We were unhappy to have Father 

leave us in 2008, after nine wonderful years.   

The next leg of his journey was to Horsham, where he 

resided at St. Catherine of Sienna parish, while teaching at 

Archbishop Wood High School He was the school 

minister, and taught freshman and sophomore Theology. 

In running the Ministry Office, he tended to the liturgical 

and spiritual needs of both the students and the staff.  

During his tenure, Father Chung ran annual Kairos Retreats 

for the students. The enthusiasm of the students and the 

long waiting list for attendance at these voluntary retreats 

are, in Father’s estimation, the result of a well-developed 

program. This writer would add that they are evidence of 

Father’s positive modeling of the faith, and effective 

evangelizing of the youth of our Church.   

Father returned to St. Stanislaus this past year in mid 

January, in an open-ended temporary assignment, as 

Parochial Administrator, to help Monsignor Tracy with the 

day-to-day running of the parish, which he performed with 

the unreserved dedication and attention to detail for which 

he is known. 

And, sadly for us, on April 12, we received word that the 

next leg of Father Chung’s journey will take him to 

Philadelphia. His assignment: Secretary to Archbishop 

Charles Chaput. He began on May 1.  

Father Chung said that Msgr Joseph Murray once told him 

to look at everything that comes into his life as an 

opportunity. We’d all do well to take that advice.  His new 

task brings him into a different and exciting realm of 

ministry, but he admits he will miss his students – and the 

parishioners at St. Stanislaus. 

Now You See Him, Now You Don’t…  

should not have surprised anyone after it was reported it 

that as Archbishop of Buenos Aires, he had been living in 

an apartment and used public transportation like many of 

his fellow Argentineans. 

All of what we have been witnessing so far leaves many of 

us hungering to know what the future will bring. One 

thing can be gleaned from his record as Archbishop of 

Buenos Aires and that is that he, like his immediate 

predecessor Benedict XVI and like John Paul II, will 

uphold the Church’s teachings on socially volatile issues 

like same-sex marriage priestly celibacy. He has a mandate 

to strongly reform and discipline where needed the Curia, 

and to clean up the mess at the Vatican Bank as well. This 

is to say nothing of the flotsam and jetsam still left of the 

clerical abuse crisis. Pope Francis has a lot on his plate and 

deserves all of the prayers that the faithful can offer on his 

behalf. But, for now, it is Springtime in Jerusalem and 

cloaks are being laid in the streets of Vatican City.� 

continued from page 1 

Church’s New Shepherd 

continued on page 6 
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NewStan Focus Group 
Building and Grounds Workers 
by Bridget Letukas 

As one travels along Main Street, Lansdale, it’s hard not to 

notice the picturesque setting of the commanding Saint 

Stanislaus Church and, across the street, Mater Dei 

Catholic School. With its white picket fences, beautiful 

gardens, and historic cemetery, those driving through the 

borough frequently turn their heads at the sight of Saint 

Stanislaus Parish. 

These lovely building and grounds don’t just happen. The 

care of the facilities is driven by the work of some very 

special and dedicated people. 

One of those people is Mr. Charlie Mohl, who has been 

working in maintenance for the past 18 years. Parishioners 

are likely to see Charlie on either side of the street making 

sure things are in working order. Both Charlie and his wife 

Pam, the Parish Center Coordinator of the parish, have 

been involved in the parish for 42 years, sending three 

boys through school and coaching several CYO sports 

teams including basketball, baseball, and volleyball. 

Mr. Mohl’s main mission at the parish is to “try to fix 

anything that’s broken, basically.” He responds to calls for 

light plumbing, electrical work, roof repairs, and 

maintaining lights. Whether at the school, church, convent, 

or rectory, Mr. Mohl attempts to fix it: “If I can’t, I try to 

find someone who can.” 

Mohl, works together with sacristans Bob Nuss and Joe 

Santoro to keep the church in order. In addition, he lends 

his hand to the Summer Festival. “I set up and help out 

there however I can,” he says. 

When asked what the most rewarding aspect of his 

position is, Charlie swiftly replies, “When we can just keep 

things running as best we can without spending a whole lot 

of money.” 

He is quick to credit the custodial work at Mater Dei 

School to parishioner, alum, teacher, and librarian, Deb 

Larson. Mrs. Larson has been supervising the cleaning 

crew for almost seven years, and her presence in the 

school building, particularly at night and during the 

summer, is instrumental in keeping Mr. Mohl informed of 

anything that requires attention. 

Deb leads a team of four who work in unison to keep 

every nook and cranny clean and organized. Their 

responsibilities include 

vacuuming the carpets, 

taking out the trash, 

mopping and buffing 

the cafeteria and 

hallways, and cleaning 

all the restrooms. 

In the summer, one 

additional member is 

generally added to the 

squad so that the 

building gets a full, top-

to-bottom cleaning to 

get ready for the school 

year. These duties 

involve shampooing 
Charlie Mohl 

 

carpets, waxing floors, cleaning windows, and sanitizing 

restrooms. In addition, the summer team pitches in with 

some painting, light repair work, furniture relocation, and 

supply delivery. 

Mrs. Larson points out that volunteers play a big role in 

the preparation taking place over the summer months. 

“I’ve had the opportunity to work closely with the many 

volunteers who have worked in the building over the 

summer, painting classrooms and murals, as well as 

volunteers who do other types of work: the electricians 

and the technology teams.” 

For Larson, the biggest reward is, “knowing you’re making 

a small contribution to creating a building that feels warm 

and welcoming, bright and cheery…just like home! It’s a 

great place to work and learn!” 

So the next time you cruise along Main Street and take in 

the lovely parish that is our own Saint Stanislaus of 

Lansdale, remember the many hands that come together to 

turn our heads at such a delightful community mainstay.� 

continued from page 5 
Father Chung 

Father Chung advises those considering the priesthood 

and religious life to ‘put your trust in God and allow Him 

to lead you. Be open to the calling.’ 

We so enjoyed having him back, even for a little while, and 

offer our best wishes and prayers for him in all of his 

future ministries to the Lord and His Church – and we 

know Mother Mary is smiling on her beloved son.� 
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by Anne Kaler 

The love of poverty links Francis of Assisi and our new 

pope Francis together in their care of the poor among us.  

The saintly Francis’ real name was Giovanni Baptista 

Bernadone but his father named him Francesco after the 

major road to France. Pope Franciss called Papa Paco or 

Pancho, both of which are nicknames for the name of 

Francesco, which is a nickname itself. In private, the new 

pope answers best to his Italian family name, Bergoglio. 

Francis’ father robed him in rich fabrics to advertise his 

wealth, but his son forcefully and publicly rejected his 

father’s mercantile values by disrobing in the public square. 

He adopted the simplest belted tunic of the poor, a 

scratchy ill-fitting garment with a rope for a belt, and he 

discarded shoes and sandals for bare feet.  

The new pope also simplified his papal dress for his first 

appearance. He continues to put aside the outer symbols 

of the papacy so that, like St. Francis, he may exhibit 

Christ’s love of the poor more closely. Whereas Francis of 

Assisi provedhis humility by kissing the leper, the new 

pope has washed the feet of AIDS victims in Argentina 

and more recently the feet of juvenile delinquents in 

Rome. 

Perhaps the new pope remembered that Christ had 

instructed Francis to “rebuild My Church.”  We know that 

Francis first took the order literally by purchasing stones to 

rebuild the crumbling local church before he figured out 

that Christ was using the order meant rebuild the Church 

with a capital “C.” This imperative to reform and 

evangelize led Francis nto the life of a wandering preacher, 

one whose example would lead people to Christ. As 

Francis suggested, “Preach the Word of God. If necessary, 

use words.” Undoubtedly, the new pope will use the 

technological means of communication today to preach 

the word of God to the world. Francis also follows his 

mission as a Jesuit by recalling his compatriots such as the 

great evangelist, Francis Xavier.  

Living the life of a mendicant during St. Francis’s time 

meant to wander homeless and dependent upon the 

goodness of others like the disciples Christ sent out to 

preach without any provisions. As Archbishop of Buenos 

Aires, this new pope chose to pay his own way, to take the 

bus, to cook his own food, and to clean his own house.  

For one who loved God, Francis was wary of learning for 

its own sake. The Benedictines and the Augustinians raised 

St. Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis, and the Call of the Poor 
great monasteries where books were studied and copied. 

The Dominicans (the Order of Preachers) and the 

Franciscans broke away from the monastic tradition to 

preach the Word of God in the language of the people on 

the street corners. Francis was so caught up with the Word 

that he revered every scrap of paper because it might 

contain the name of Jesus or something from the Bible.  

Pope Francis is a member of the Jesuit community 

founded by Ignatius of Loyola and his followers who 

melded the military concept of a “company of friends” 

with “Society of Jesus.” (The title of “Jesuits” arose 

because they used the name of Jesus so often.) In a like 

manner, Francis of Assisi insisted that his followers refer 

to each other as “brothers” (friars) so that no one could be 

greater than his peers. It is believed that Francis declined 

to be ordained because he felt unworthy. (He was a 

deacon.) 

In obedience to the pope, St. Fraincis sent his friars as 

missionaries. Jesuits are often called “God’s Marines” for 

their defense of the pope, their work with the missions, 

and their teaching.  

Francis expressed his appreciation of all of God’s creations 

in song, story, and action.  This new pope Francis shows 

his sensitivity to preserving the environment by recycling. 

He wears his old bishop’s miter and iron cross as the 

pectoral cross. His traditional Fisherman’s Ring is gold-

plated silver instead of real gold. 

Of course as alike as the two Francis’s are, there is one 

striking difference: While St. Francis loved song, our Pope 

has admitted to being tone deaf (which is why he’s had a 

difficult time with English and only speaks two languages). 

This poor little man from Assisi, who changed himself, 

changed the heart of the world. May the new pope, 

Francis, be guided by his namesake’s example to help 

change our world.�  

alive when we let Christ in – when we follow him. We 

know Christ is real and alive – we know the life of the 

Resurrection - when I experience in my life something that 

doesn’t come from me. Being a priest gives me the 

opportunity to experience this on a regular basis if I am 

open to the reality that Christ gives me. That is why being 

a priest is a gift of immense joy.”� 

continued from page 3 

Father Forlano 
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