
Imagine you’re reviewing applications 
for the newly created position of 
“Rock Upon Whom Jesus Will Build 

His Church.” You come across Simon 
Peter’s résumé. Here are some of his 
qualifications:

• Wavering faith—some days it’s 
strong; other days, I’m so full of 
doubt I could sink in the sea;

• Dense, slow to understand, 
uncertain about following 
directions;

• A tendency toward violence with 
the sword, especially around 
people’s ears;

• Voted Most Likely to Deny Know-
ing a Friend in Need.

Would you hire him? It seems laugh-
able, but that’s exactly what Jesus did. 
He called Simon Peter to be the foun-
dation of this new community called 
Church. Today’s reading from Romans 
certainly applies here—“How inscru-
table are [God’s] judgments and how 
unsearchable his ways!” Our human 
minds can’t grasp why God would name 
such a fallible person as the leader of 
the Church. Yet it’s precisely because of 
Peter’s weaknesses that he was chosen.  
God works best when we are open to 
God’s transformation. Humility, not 
pride, makes us effective in God’s eyes.

So, too, God has chosen us. Yes, we’re 
sometimes selfish, angry, unfaithful, 
dishonest, and stubborn, yet God still 
calls us to discipleship. If we offer these 
less-than-attractive qualifications to 
God for healing and forgiveness, God 
can work wonders with us. In fact, 
with God’s help, we might find that the 
Follower of Jesus position is one we can 
actually fill quite well.   
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Holy Hiring  
By Janel Esker

SUNDAY READINGS
Isaiah 22:19–23
The prophet declares the Lord will raise 
Eliakim to honor and authority over Je-
rusalem and Judah. He shall rule, opening 
and shutting to all with the “key of the 
House of David.”

Romans 11:33–36
Paul wonders who can know the fullness 
of God, for the Lord is the source and 
purpose, the beginning and end, of all 
things.

Matthew 16:13–20
Jesus asks his disciples what others call 
him. They say people know him as a 
prophet. Jesus then asks what they call 
him. Peter replies, “the Son of the Living 
God.” Christ calls Peter “the rock,” the 
foundation of the Church, and hands him 
the keys to heaven.
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•  What is the foundation of your 

faith?

• Who or what do you trust  

 in when it comes to wisdom   

 and truth?

Now from Liguori Publications!

Lord,  

You entrusted  

the keys of  

the kingdom  

to your people. 

Help me be  

your wise and  

responsible servant.  

~

From Faithful Meditations for 
Every Day in Ordinary Time, 

by Rev. Warren J. Savage 
and Mary Ann McSweeny



Fr. Gary Lauenstein, CSsR

when the parents themselves agreed 
on those values and when there was a 
good relationship between parents and 
children. A parent’s example of a faith life 
that is consistent at home and in church 
and that shows dedication to prayer and 
service to others is a great and necessary 
gift from a mother or father to a child. 
The wrong conclusion to draw from all 
of this would be to blame our parents 
for not having done a good job with us 
in whatever area their shortcomings are 
most apparent. All parents are amateurs, 
and given the same set of circumstances 
our parents faced, perhaps we wouldn’t 
have done as well as they did. The cor-
rect conclusion is that the healthy things 
parents do on the physical, emotional, 
and spiritual levels will improve their 
own lives and those of their children.   

The Redeemer, 
Mary, and You
By Fr. Matthew Allman, CSsR

The Second Vatican Council didn’t 
produce a document solely about 
the Mother of God; however, 

it did speak about Mary’s role “in the 
mystery of the Incarnate Word and the 
Mystical Body, and the duties of the 
redeemed toward the Mother of God, 
who is the mother of” all humanity and 
especially of all believers (Lumen Gentium 
54). The first document promulgated 
by the council, the Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy (Sacrosanctum Concili-
um), was meant to renew and invigorate 
the common prayer of the Church. By 
celebrating Marian feasts year-round, it 
says, the Church proclaims its special 
love of Mary. She is inseparably linked 
with the saving action of her Son and is 
the “faultless image” of what the Church 
desires and hopes to be (LG 103). 

The council expanded on this initial 
Marian reflection in the Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church (LG). Its 
final chapter is devoted entirely to 
Mary. However, rather than trying to 
say all that ever needs to be said about 
the Mother of God, the council simply 
concentrated on Mary’s function in the 
plan of salvation, her relationship to the 
Church, and her cult within the Church. 
While encouraging the veneration and 
celebration of Mary in the Church’s 
liturgical and devotional life, the council 
sought to strike a balance in the way 
Catholics speak about and practice their 
devotion. May we do so as well. 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS

August 25-30

Mon. St. Louis, St. Joseph Calasanz:
  2 Thessalonians 1:1–5, 11–12 /  

Matthew 23:13–22
Tues. 2 Thessalonians 2:1–3, 14–17 / 
 Matthew 23:23–26
Wed. St. Monica: 
 2 Thessalonians 3:6–10, 16–18 /
 Matthew 23:27–32

Thu. St. Augustine:  
 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 / 
 Matthew 24:42–51
Fri.  The Passion of St. John the Baptist:  

1 Corinthians 1:17–25 /  
Mark 6:17–29

Sat. 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 /  
 Matthew 25:14–30
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Parents’ Faith Habits 
Influence Children

Parents often ask themselves how 
they can help their children have 
healthier, happier lives. Research 

shows that they best do this by living 
healthier lives themselves—physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually. Most parents 
know they should eat right, exercise, 
and avoid alcohol, drugs, and tobacco. 
But how seriously do parents take these 
warnings to heart? 

Parental behavior has a strong impact 
on children’s emotional and psycho-
logical health. Given the importance of 
parents’ actions in shaping children’s 
physical and emotional health, it’s not 
surprising that the way parents practice 
their faith influences how their children 
will approach faith. A 2006 Spanish 
study showed that a mother profoundly 
influences the behavior of her daughter 
by going or not going to Mass. The 
daughter will tend to do as the mother 
does. The same can be said for fathers 
and sons. A father who goes to Mass will 
influence his son to do the same. The 
influence for the most part is lifelong. 

While the Spanish experience may not 
translate completely to North Ameri-
cans, a 1983 American study showed 
that teens were more likely to pick up 
the religious values of their parents 

Parents, Take Note!

Dedication to 
prayer is a great 
practice to model.
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